
8171 Valley Vista Dr.
Herefor& AZ 85615

Aug 25, 1999

Docket Management Branch
Food and Drug Administration
Department of Health and Human Services, Rm 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.
Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Sir:

Please file the enclosed letter in Docket Number 98P-0680/CP. Thank
you.

sin Iy,

& &/4!.L
Richard Fife
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DOCKET NUMBER 98P-0680KP 8171 Valley Vista Dr.
Hereford, AZ 85615

Aug. 25, 1999

[}[] () 3 ‘%’ SEP -3 Ill] :06
Dr. Leeanne Jackson
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
200 “C” Street Southwest, I-IFS-22
Washington DC 20204

Ref Docket Number 98P-0680/CP

Dear Dr. Jackson:

As referenced in my previous letter to you, the Center for Food Safety and Applied
Nutrition determined in March that due to other Agency priorities and the limited
availability of resources they were unable to review my petition (docket number
98P-0680/CP.

Since it is unlikely that the agency’s priorities would change in the near future I have
sought ways to highlight my petition. Possible methods include the following:

1.

2.

3.

Publish articles in several of the national reptile hobbyist magazines and
encourage readers to send comments to the FDA to show that there is public
interest in this. I would expect this to generate several hundred (if not several
thousand letters). I am sure that the comments would be very similar to the
comments that have already been received by the FDA (filed in docket number
98P-0680/CP). This would of course just impact your workload much more and
is probably not the best rout to take.

Contact my Congressman and see if his ofilce can stimulate some action. It is
somewhat discouraging that there is a provision that allows for public input but
then is overridden by another provision that allows that Department to disregard
a citizen’s petition if it is not considered a priority (I do understand that there are
major health concerns that must be the Departments priority).

Force the point by a test of the regulation in the courts. Again not my favorite
route to pursue.

I hope you realize this isn’t meant as a means of forcing the issue, but just to make
you aware of my fi-ustrations. When I heard that there was a dialogue with the
Louisiana turtle breeders I thought my petition might be considered now.

Please be aware that my petition doesn’t directly address the salmonella concern, but
is meant to educate people concerning the risk of salmonella and then to allow
informed adults to decide if they are willing to take that risk.
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I believe if people use routine sanitation measures when handling turtles that the risk
of contracting salmonella is minimal if not non-existent. I do know that adults have
been allowed to make the decision to smoke, drink, drive cars, sky dive, make home
made eggnog, eat cookie dough, stuff turkeys with dressing, etc. Most of these pose
a much greater danger than (afler being educated about the risk of salmonella)
owning a turtle less than four inches.

I don’t think a whole lot of research is needed for the FDA to decide if informed
adults should be allowed this freedom of chose. I do believe that the rights and
freedoms of the people must be considered and kept in the equation!

I have made some changes to my petition that address some of the concerns voiced
in the comments sent to the FDA and which would allow the Louisiana turtle
breeders to continue in there effort to allow the sale of baby red-eared sliders. The
changes are highlighted in red:

I txowse to add to section (d) Exceptions, the following exce~tions:

(5) The sale, holding for sale, and distribution of live turtles and viable turtle eggs
produced or captive bred in the IJSA (but not to include Trachemys scripts elegans,
red-eared slider) for the sale to or the distribution to adults 18 years old or older. A
sign must be posted in a conspicuous location where Mles are offered for sale that
states: “Turtles with a carapace length of less than 4 inches pose a risk to small
children, are not intended as pets for children, and cannot be sold to minors under the
age of 18 years old. The highest sanitary measures must be taken, when handling
turtles to reduce the possible risk of Salmonella”. A similar statement and
information sheet [approved by the FDA] describing the risk of keeping baby turtles
and sanitary measures recommended to reduce the risk of contracting Salmonella
from baby turtles must be provided to the purchaser of any turtle under four inches.

(6) The sale, holding for sale and distribution of live turtles under four inches, of the
species Trachemys scripts elegans, red-eared sliders that have proven to be free of
Salmonella. [And other requirements as agreed on by the FDA and Louisiana Mle
breeders]

Thank you for your time and I again solicit your consideration in this mater. Feel
free to contact me at (520) 378-4059.

Szdk

Richard Fife

Cc: Dockets Management Branch


